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PREFACE 

Paul W. Harvey was stationed at Sørvágur, Faroe Islands, during the British 
occupation and acquired a knowledge of the Faroese language. For his own use, 
he translated into English a primer of accidence, Føroysk Mállæra, published 
byJákup Dahl in 1909, intend-ing this to be the nucleus of a larger grammar 
suitable for English students and in this he was grateful for help from Jákup av 
Skarði. Harvey was, however, unable to carry his plans further at the time and 
later other commitments prevented him from proceeding with Faroese studies. 

At Harvey's kind suggestion the present writer undertook to continue the 
work, but decided to concentrate on the modern language only. It then became 
increasingly evident that Dahl's book was not a suitable basis for a description 
of modern Faroese. Like many of his contemporaries Dahl was an archaiser. He 
discouraged some features which are an indispensable part of Faroese to-day 
and his book does not always distinguish between obsolete and current forms. 
In presenting his material he followed the arrangement of Wimmer's 
Oldnordisk Formlære til Skolebrug (Accidence of Old Norse for Schools), but 
modern,living Faroese cannot be thus treated - unless there are to be more 
exceptions than rules. 

In these circumstances Harvey agreed that it would be best if I prepared an 
entirely new work in the form of a practical handbook based on average 
acceptable usage to-day. 

This book therefore describes the contemporary language only and without 
reference to its historic evolution. The Faroes possess an extensive literature of 
traditional ballads composed in somewhat archaic language. These are still 
widely known, but I felt that the grammatical forms occurring in the ballads - 
and occasionally taken up by some modern writers - could not be treated in this 
work without obscuring the general picture of the living language, so making 
the learner's task more difficult. All students of Faroese should possess 
Føroysk-Donsk Orðabók2 by M. A. Jacobsen and Chr. Matras, 1961, and 

An introduction to-Modern-Faroese intemet pdf9 28-09-2005 08 58 51 
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in this dictionary will find ample information regarding old forms found in the 
ballads. 

Owing to long neglect - the language has only come into general use in 
writing during the present century - Faroese is not yet so regular as English. 
There is a tendency to write in a style somewhat removed from spoken usage. 
Many differing forms may be heard, some of which also appear in print, but in 
this book alternatives have been sparingly quoted. Generally speaking, only 
those forms are given which seem most likely to survive and become the 
undisputed standard. It may be added that the present uncertain state of the 
language, to say nothing of the Danish influence, especially in Tórs-havn itself, 
often made the choice difficult and perhaps occasionally arbitrary.* 

The lay-out of the book is as follows: 
First, the Grammar deals with pronunciation, inflexions and syntax, a 

knowledge of grammatical terms and customary abbreviations being assumed. 
It seemed convenient and practical, e.g. under such headings as Adverbs, 
Numerals, Conjunctions to introduce matter which technically belongs to 
syntax. Faroese place-names have generally been translated, though uniformity 
is this respect has not been aimed at. The various points of syntax have often 
been illustrated with more examples than are strictly necessary, because I think 
that such additional specimens of natural Faroese will be of more use to the 
type of student Likely to use this book than a series of graduated exercises 
would be. Needless to say, all the examples are strictly original Faroese. The 
Reader begins with a conversation in Faroese and English on facing pages, 
followed by representative selections of prose and verse. The Faroese Glossary, 
finally, covers all the words occurring in the Reader and also those words in the 
examples in the Grammar where their meanings or inflexions are not 
automatically apparent. 

A work like the present could not have been written without guidance from 
native speakers of Faroese. In this connection I owe a debt of gratitude to many, 
especially to my hosts during two long summers, Josefina and Jóan Christian 
Poulsen in Hestur and Johanna and Christian Jensen and family in Tórshavn, 
whose conversation and explanations have furnished a large portion of the 
material here presented ; the Intonation Specimens are based on electrical 
recordings 

* I have discussed some aspects of the present condition of Faroese in an article 
"Notes on the Faroese Language To-day" printed in Transactions of the Philological 
Society, Volume for 1950. 
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made from Ása Jensen's reading. I also received particular assistance from two 
experienced teachers of Faroese, Betty Rasmussen and Rikard Long. For advice 
on phonetic problems I am indebted to John Hathaway and Dr. Poul Andersen 
and especially to Erik Petersen. Napoleon Djurhuus read my work in 
manuscript and made valuable suggestions. Thanks are likewise due to 
Valdemar Dalsgaard for his great assistance with the Conversation Piece and to 
the helpful staff of the National Library in Tórshavn. Last, but certainly not 
least, I wish to thank Professors Jón Helgason and Christian Matras for their 
detailed and painstaking criticism of the whole work, which not only saved me 
from many a slip, but enabled me greatly to improve the presentation of the 
material generally. 

Finally I acknowledge with gratitude the financial assistance given me by the 
University of Birmingham to enable me to pursue my Faroese studies. 
Publication of the present work was made possible thanks to subventions 
generously provided by the Faroese Løgting, the Rask-Ørsted Fund and the 
University of Birmingham. 

This book is a pioneer work in many ways, for it is the first to attempt an all-
round description of Faroese. My aim has been to make the language more 
accessible to Scandinavian specialist and general learner alike, and I sincerely 
hope that the book will prove useful to all who wish to study the interesting 
speech of the smallest of the Northern nations. 

W. B. Lockwood. 
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